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(Concerning the obſervation of the Firit Day © 
40 be kept above any other day,which:sz the 


' Worlds old Tdol;wherein they ſatizfrethe 
*  Luftsinprideand idlenefÞ SF... x... 


+» Ome Priefts, where was this d\y 291 ed tor 
4 kept a.Sabbath by the Lord, t * Wt TS: | 
73 day for a Sabbath? Andif you can PRvefr bring . 
>” out your beſt Weapons to uphold your Idol: What 
wil you (ell your ſtuff, and not be reproved on that 
'* day, and that by an Hour-glaſs? Where did the 
S | Apoftles ſo? Come Prieſts, guiley or not guilty? lee 
the Witneſs of God ſpeak ; guilty, ſaith che Witneſs to the Prieſt. 
Come Priefts,you have been crying up che Lords day,when you 
could not prove it a Sabbath; and pou have ſaid it muſt be obſer» 
ved abave other days; where had you this? What place of Scrip- 
ture haye you for it? Come, bring ont your beſt Weapon.to hold up 
your keeping of the firſt day above other days? is not every day 
the Lor..*s day? Wherein 1s chere any day allowed of the Lord to 
do the Devilswork in ? If you can prove it by the Scriptures of 
truth, bring our your Weapon to uphold your [do], Come Priefts, 
let the Wicnels of God ſpeak, Guilty or not guilty ? Guilcy, ſaith 
the Witnels to the Prieſts, : 
Come Prieſts, let me reckon with you , What is the reaſon you 
muſt ſel] your Ware on that day, and I muſt nor ſell mine,ir is ve» 
ry unreaſonable to me; for when I (ell my Ware,l deliver it co him 
that I ſel[ic co, but you ſell your Ware, and yet keep it 11]; & you 
can go to one place, and fell that which you have cook money for 
in another place, So yours 1s the moſt gaitulleft crade in Exgland, 
bur this is very unreaſonable chat youu ſhould have a Markec-day 
by yoir ſelves, and no other muſt fell bur you, What, are you a- 
fraid if others do (ell as well as you, that y-.uc Ware wil not go off? 
Come Prieſts, guilty or nor guiley ? Let che Wicnels of God (peak; 
Guilty, ſaith che Wi'nels to the'Priefts. « 
Come Prieſts. where d14 che Apoſtles go into any Town, and ask 
how big a Benefice (id belong roared if it be (mal, chen 
you 
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youcan get under the hands of him or them thac hath the giving | 
of it, then how can you bend tothe great ones, and creep and 
cronch, and ſmooth them up in cheir wickedneſs, let them be ne- 
ver (6 proud or covecous, you wil feign and flatter with them for 


| | TG 3 _" 
Fon wil go further; but if ic be a great one, there yon wil ftay ; if f 


your God, which is your bellies, which is contrary to the Apoftles, | 
Forthey wentinto che Towns and Cities, and enquired who was | 


worthy, and there abode their peace on them that received their 


Goſpel; and they char did not, chey were to [ſhake off the duſt off * 


cheir feet for a te.timony againſt rhEm :; Here was all their Law for 
chem chac obeyed/fior the Goſpel ; but you ſue at your Law & ſay, | 
The Labourer is worthy of his hire, when it may be the man ne- | 
yer hired chee, nor cannot hear thy dirty ſtuff for Conſcience ſake; ' 
but you Prieſts wil ſe for tythes and offerings, and cannot be con. |! 
cented withouc trebble damages, and ir may be for crebble damas- |: 
ges ye commonly take fix cimes as much, and ſay it is your due; 8 /: 
che (ame Law you have touphold your tithes and offerings, you 
have to uphold your old [do], Come Prieſts, guilty or not guilty? * 
Let theWicrneſs of God ſpeak:Guiltie ſaith the witneſs to the prieſts | 
Come Prieſts, where was ever the Apoſtles called of men Maſters? | 
Bar they char were the greateſt amongſt chem, were to become (er- 
vants : But you are called of men Maiter, and love to have ic fo, |' 
and the greetings in the Markets,& the uppermoſt rooms at Fealts: |! 
How can this hold together? When 1 pay Wages eo a man,l donot 
call him Maſter, neither is jc reaſon. ] ſhould; bur ye cake Wages of 
men, bur ye wil not be their ſervaw:+, vut Lord it over them ; 1s 
this reaſon that ye ſhould be maintained by others to be their } 


| 


Lords, and to Lord it over thoſe that maintain you? is this reaſon- | 


| 


able? Nay ſure; for when 1 hire a ſervant, I commonly make my |} 
bargain what Wage: I ſhow! .! give him, and ſo we are contented |: 
with our bargain; but ic is nor (© with you Priefts, for a man 15not | | 
ſure of you, for when ye jiear of more Wages , chen ye preſently | 
leave your Flocks, znd ſel them for ten or twenty pounds in a year 
more, and yet ye are r,oc aſhamed to cry up this old-Idol, and ſay 
it is the Lords day, whilft ye are doing the Devils Work, Come 
Prieſts, guiltie ornoc griltie? Let the Wienels of God ſpeak ; Guil- | 
tie ſaich che Witneſs to the Priefts, 

Come priefts, where was this pre&iſed in the Apoſtles daies for 
2 man to ftand eaking in an old Maſſe-houſe an hour or two, and | 
none elſe muſt ſpeak, if ſo they do, then you calll out, Help ; 
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| } Magiſtrates,or Wardens, Conftables,or elſeour image wil down?I 
” amſure it was not fo in the Apoſtles cimes 3 for if any thing vvas 
| | revealed co them that ftood by, the firſt was co hold his peace; this 
| was to hold their order; but ic 18 not ſo with you, for J have but ask- 
| |* ed a few ſober queſtions, and the prieſt hach cryed out, He diſturbs 
| þ me, he diſturbs me : Comeprieft , what wil a few ſober words or 
- | queſtions difturb thee ? Art chou fo afraid of thy idol for fear it 
” > fhould fall? Hath it no better faſtening then ſo, that a few fober 
* queſtions wil make ic ſhake z Comepriefts, Guilty or not guilty ? 
© Ler the Witneſs of God ſpeak z Guilty ſaith the Witneſſe co the 
rieſts. 
n_ priefts, bring out your beſt Weapons, for now you are cal- 
led up before the Lambs bar of Judgement to be tried, and this is 
that which was ſpoken of by the huly men of God in times paſt, 
that when che wicked ſhould be brought to judgement, that they 
ſhould call co the Rocks and to the Mouncains to hide them from 
the wrath of the Lamb: And have ye not done ſo? For if onein 
the fear of the Lord God hath been made co bear a teftimonie «- 
gainſt yourold idol, then you have cried tothe hard-hearted Ma- 
giſtrate, or to. men of the wicked (ſort, to ſhelcer you, or to cover 
you thac ye might nor beleen : Buc now.you are ſeen , and your 
nakedneſs doth appear. Come priefts,Guiltie or not guiltiezlet the 
Wicnefs of God ipeax, Guiltie ſaith the Wirneſs co the priefts, 
Come prieſts, where is your zeal chat you had in Oliver Cromwels 
days, and in his ſons days? chen ho« did youcry our azaink King 
2nd Kingly power? And chen you gor your Stocks and Whipping= 
ofts,and your Cages repr4ed.and ail your inftrumeants you could 
deviſcto uphold. your 1dolz tor « man mult not go nor ride on the 
arft d1y, bur he muſt pay a ſum of money, ſo money might baile - 
off chen-in your greatett zeal z and (ee how your money and ye 
are periſhed gogethe;: And how did you cry up old Over Crommel, 
ang called him old Moſes, and his Son your Joſhua, and called old 
Olter the breach of your noſtrils, and his Son the Lighc of your 
eyes, and you promiled co ſtand by chem wirh your Lives and E- 


Rates, Look pyergour old Covenants and Engagements that ye 
madein his,days, and chere you wil find theſe things ſo:But where 
rr. Breall your promiſes now you are tried,and the breath of your no- 
d | rils now, and the light of your eyes? What is all put our, and you 
» | lefcblind? Come prieſts, guilty or nor guilty ? Let che Wicneſl of 


od ſpeak : Guilty ſaich che Wicneſs to the prieſts. 


g_—_— 


= % = _ A # Py 


' for your own ſelf ends,/and one thing you wit cry up one While, 


if 
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Come prieſts; And ſtil youſaid' you would not Jetly ur God go! þ 
itil” he had: bleſſtd«old | Oliperaiidibis Shu \fow wont pray | » 
*for him and his Son+but'whereagey our: prep $nomnthe'cinie | 


. ? $3 


_.- "of 'netd? Bur younre bypoericess for'when chey have moſt need | p 


then you are fuccheſt off ; and chis hath been che praQice of mas | 1 
ny-of you, to hearken what Religion a King or a Parhament is of, / 
chat ye might turn co chem co ſaye your Beaeficesz fo you would 
curn any waies for your bellies, for ye know, if your Benefices,then «| 
your Goſpel wil- go down ; Why then donotthey preach which” «© 
havelaid Jown'cheir means? For if ye had the Gofpel to preach ;\, d 
you muſt nor be filent becauſe man. commands you , for it'was g«}; 
cherwaies wich the' Apoſtle, for he ſaid, If I preach nat the Goſpel, wa 
#nto me; but you can be filent when you wil , and flee whenhone' 
Purſue, or'elſe'turnco any thing: Have not your.fruts'made you 
manifett? Forit you had cneSpirit of cruch on your tides, rhe 


you would not change fo often, and keep fitene3 for truch! is uns 
changeable, but yeare changeable, and change again andazain; 


and overa while cry it down again'3 tor if Common- rayec-book?) tl 
were che way,ye ought ro have walxedin it; wtiy ard yedbr preach! n 
it up in O/;vers daies? but then you would cry vur agaitit it, and} 
thole that did profeſs it, and you covenanted againft ir', and cau,}| is 
ſedche people fo to do likewiſe;and then you cried up che fi-i day ; 

ro be kept,and ſer officers to look afrer cheAle-houles on that diy? is 


bur other days they might have done what they woufd , and nor}, V 
be puniſhed : Do bur confider what is become of all chis; Do: you} et 
make tio. more of your Engagements Gan chus ? Come prieſts, } at 

al 


Guilcie or not guilcie? Lec the Wicneſs of Gol (peak; Guiltie ſaith | 
the Witneſle co the prieſts, Tp Vis 


Comepriefts; And if Common-prayer-book werefiot the way | h 
you ought to have walked in, why ttien do you rura fo'often,and | f 
rake up that ye have hated ſo, aud covenanced againſt it, and gow } it 
cry up Common-prayer, and readie co eagaze' againit thoſe rhat | 
do own that waie which you covenanced for? 1s nor chis a hateful | rc 
thing before the Lord and all ſober men ? Bac whatſoever y< did | 

loſe, you would hold up your Marker-date, and fry F and | 
your black Coats,Come prieſts, guilcie or noc guilcie? Let the Wity | © 
neſs of God ſpeak; Guilrie, ſaich che Wicneſle co the prieſts,” _ _ | fe 


# 


Come prieſts, where had you all cheſe chings, che firlt daie fora | 
Sabbath. and ra call it the Lords Daze more then other daigs « 


every day is the Lords diy! _ cel -us who was the firſt author 
of it ? And for your tyches, who gave yetltiem, and the Law to 
-? ſueforthem, and your ofd Maſſe-houſe, with che Crofles, Funt,the 
& | Bells to call you together? And who made that place more holy 
| then others? And who was the firſt Author of your Surplice, Tipic 

f, | and Hood, and your Rails and high Alcar, and your Organs and 
- Singing-men, and Boys ? Comeprieſts, cel us where you had all 
cheſe things? And as for your ſinging of plalms in rime and mee- 
* rer, crying it up an Ocdinance, where was this praiſed in Davids 
; daies? Or where did Dav:d (lay ſo, fominy hundreds of years af- 

| ter his deceaſe, his roarings,and groanings,and complaint ſhould 
be put into rime and meeter, and drunkards and ſwearers ſhould 
7 ſing them as chough chey were glad at what was his ſorrow ? Icls 
, faid in the Scripture, Whomſoever add:th to this Bork, or Propheſie, the 
plagues that are written in the Bork, of the Prophets, and Chriſt and the As 
pojtles, ſhall be added to them 3 and he that taketh away out of this Book,, 
his Name ſhall be taken out of the Book, of Life. Take che reading- 
Pſalms and the finging, and ſee if you can find one verſe alikegbut 
they have added and taken out of the Reading-pſalms, and fo 
make chem ſing che plagues and juilgemencs : is nor this a (ad 
thing that men ſhould be fo blind? And when you read chat which 
-* isrruth, you can (i: with your hats on; but whea ye fing what is 
ay | falſe, ye pul your hats off; ſo you have more reſpeR& cochar which 
iy,” 15a lye, chantothat which iscruch; and herein you vvorthip the 
10t 1 Workmanſhip of your own hands, Come prieſts , vyho gave you 
out} That Authoricy forto take cen or tvventy ſhillings for a Sermon, 
its; | and money for Chriſtening and for Marrying, and for Burying,. 
th # and your Garden-pence, an\l your Cmney (moke-penny , and 
'| Eggs, and Pigs, Apples and Pears,and Pluinbs:Come priefts,where 


ray i had you all theſe chings? -I never read that: che Apoſtles did any 
n | ſuch thing, or had any ſuch thing ; and if you can prove it,britig: 
of } it out, for now you are challenged into the fiel.l: And vvhy do yow 
hat | Call the Pope of K»»7e to berthe Whore, vvhen he hath been ſo kind 
ful ! to you co give you ſuch a large maintenance, and a Law to uphold. 
did | you?But it ſeems co m2 you are very ill-bred children, co call your: 
nd | Mother Whore: And if you had not theſethings trom your M3-+- 


its | ther-Church, chen tel us who vvas che firit auchor of them, and 
_— ſee if you canclear your (elves; for the Wune(s of Gul criech, 
x4; youare guilty of cheſe things; for now ye are brought up co the - 

"INS Lzmbs-- 


4 


Lambs bar of Judgement to fay, Guilty or notguilty , ſaith the 


Witnels to the prieſts. p 


I (6) 
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if | Thu wa written by Simon Adam is the County-Gaol at Colchefter: 
17 the ninth day of the ſecond Month called April, | 
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A Teſi mmny for Truth againſt Deceit, and a hypocritical people , who pro- 
feſſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles words, but perſecute bu Life 
whereſorver is doth appear. 
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Ave people, let us reaſon together ; Where had your prie 
this Order for ſprinkling a litcle Water on a childs face, and 
to crofle it with the tign of che Croſſe, and that they ſhould hav 
God-fathers or God-mothers ? Where did you read of theſe things i 
the Prophets days? And had you this command out of the Scriprares, 
or in Chriſt: days,or the Apoſiles days? Where ever God had a Fartier 
ora Mother, orthat the childrens God-fathers or God-methers (houl 
promiſe and vow ſuchthings as theſe are; firſt, 7 hat they ſhould fo 
ſake the Dewil andall his works,the pomps and vanities of this wicked worldy. 
and the ſinful luſts of the fleſh : Bur your prieſts do perſwade you to A 

"1 promiſe and vow lyes, and that yeyour ſelves know: And who 

mn Fi gave ſuch a povver for a man to forgive ſins, as the biſhop hath gi. 
| FFT ven tothe prieſt? And where had the Apoſtles a Common-prayer: 
g book? But this was their vvay, for they knew not what to ask but as thi C 
Spirit made interceſſion with ſighs and groans that could not be nttered, and! _ 


- 


#/ ; ns” Spirit helped their infirmities ; So that they did not ſpeak & pray: je 
I's by other mens lines that are made ready to their hands, as your! yh, 


Priefts do, toſay ſuch a Leſſon on ſuck a day, and (ſuch a prayer on} M: 

| ſuch a day as ye call Holy-days; bur they can make aſcoft at the wo! 
vings of the Spirit of the Lord in any of his ſervants, rr 

Burt wo unto you prieſts and people that mock at cheſe things, for: ,, 

the Lord God is ariling with his mighty power to plead vvith all} all 

fleth, and your coverings vwil betoo ſhort in the day of his mighty? tha 
gpl vvhich he hath rent part from off your hypocritical profel” .” | 

on, and not in poſſeſſion , that all vyho are turned to the Lord, 75 

ſee thorough all your crooked vyaics that ye vyalk inz ' Gu 
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t Therefore I ſay unto you people who have any tenderneſs in you towards the 
__F.,yoftruthſeparate your ſelves, and touch no unclean thing, and come out from 
1 the among chem, and be not partaker with them in their ſins, leſt ye be partakers with 
chem 1a their plagues and donor fatisfie your ſelyes in the pretence of keeping of 
the firſt day of the week for a Sabbath, or as you ſay, the Lords day, for where did 
files, heallow any day to do the Devils work in? end ſecing that the Lord bath no re- 
ener: ſoc to days, perſons nor places, bur at what time ſoever a finner doth repent him 
| om the bottom of his heart, the Lord hath promiſed to have mercy on them that 
ſo repent and turn from their evil ways ; therefore come out of your own times, 
—— } into God's time, which is an everlaſting time, and a day that hath no end,which is 
the end of all outward ſhadows, Chriſt the everlaſting Covenant, which redeems 
man out of outward times and days, up to God again : Therefore mind that which 
doth reprove youin ſecret, which can lay that to your charge which no man can, 
| which is aſwift witneſs againſt your evil deeds in your own conſciences,hearken to 
the reproof, for the reproofs of inſtruftion is the way to life, and thou ſhaltnor 
| need to ſayin thy heart, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven to fetch Chrit down? Or 
who hall deſcend to fetch Chriſt from the dead? Bur what faich the Word? it is 
Hjgh thee, in thy heart, and in thy mouth, that thou may obey it, and doit; this is 
the Word of Faith which the Apoſtles preached; this is that Light which ſhineth in- 
adark place, which doth ſo convince you and make you repent, cry out, andſay, 
Oh that I had not done this evil thing: I do heartily delire you may take heed unto 
it, that that-may be your Teacher and your Leader ; for the Lord hath promiſed, 
that in the latter dayes he will pour out his Spirit upon all fleſh, and they (hall pro- 
phelic : So conſider theſe things in moderation, and do not only theſe thingy be- 
-cauſe I hayec written them, but becauſe the Lord doth perſwade you of the truth of 
| them in your hearts. This was priczen by Simon Adamythe 9th of the 24 month, ealled 
world, : April, I'663». 
ou to) Objeion againſt the old Maſſe-houſe-Worihippers, whether they do enjoy what they 
| pay / dear for, andgive ſo many hundred peunds by the year for a few howrs work on 
* the firſt day, which z the Worldrold 1do!, andthe Prieſts Market-day , whether you 
| do enjoypeace with the Lord in theſe things, now you are called up to the Lambs Bay of 
Tudgement, to anſwer and hear the Witneſs read, Guilty or nog guilty ? 
4s tht : ' Brg >5 people, you that have heard theſe Idol-ſhepherds, if you haye peace and 
1 wall ſatizfaQion for your wearyed ſou's, tzn up, and plead for them now ia their 
2?  ; time of diſtceſs, for what god hath all your bought-prayers done you in the time 
. P18)! of geed?that is to C: ay,all the prayers your prieſts have made, firſt, for children when 
y Our! they are ſprinkled. 2dly,for women when they are churched, as ye call it, zdly,For 
er ONf Martyiag. 4thly, For prayers on thoſe days called Holy-days, 5thly, Your prayers 
TY”; made at the grave when ye bury them- What people, are you ſo blind that your 
! pricfts can get allthis money beſides their ſtanding wages, money for you when you... 
; arechildren, a;oney for you when you 2cec in the middle of your ages, and money 
FT fol / for you when you are dead? $o they will («ll you both alive and dead for money, &: 
th all} all this under a Fietence of praying for yoF. And what good have they done you 
ighty* that have heard em ſome ten, ome twenty yeers,or ſome thirty,or forty,or fiſty, 
ro q or ſixty,or ſeyenty,or cighty yoers? Can you 1n the t-ar of the Lord (ay that you are 
Lord, nizter the Lord Wy, then YOu Were, at ark 2 Come, now you are called up to the 'Þ 
Lambs b:.r of [udgenent, to anſwer the Wiineſs of Godin your Conſcienceto ſays” 
Guilty or 1194 cvilty, ; 
+ Comepevpic, (ecing that there is nothing to be had bur ſor money, & all theſe+? 
here” thiags haye no profit in them, but the1 moncy @& they are perithed: For wo,wo,wo4y 
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 wouſe not enter 3n your ſe'v:s, neither would you ſuffer them that. would have & 
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tered; for the giſtut Gol is not to be purchaſed with money, hut your money ay 
they are periihed. So now people, ſeeing theſe things are and will come to an ent 
and periſhia the very uſtag of them, as that the Witacſs of God can teſtifie in you 
confcicnces, and { know youu can but ſay guilty., — . 
Come people, what if you have a zealfor your fic day to be kept above othe 
days, I queſtion-whether you have yet kept one day to the Lord; fqrThbave quyſti 
oned with my perſecutors whether they did keep the dayzand they ſaid, No, wed 
not keep the day as we ought to do then I ſaid, Haye you a care of perſecutinge 
thers for what you do allow 1n your ſelyes,let but rcafon take placezfor why ſho! 
I be perſecuted for that which my perſecurors cannot keep themſelves? what Taith 
the Witneſs of God in your conſciences, doth it not anſwer guilty 2 2 
© Come people to the ſpiritual weapon that trieth all things, yea,itbringeth ford 
biddea things of darkne(s & try all things, & hold faſt that which is good, and the 
you ſhall noc need to fear whar man can do unto you, for the Lord wil uphold yo 
{o long as ye abide in the vine, & the vine in you; for the ax is laid to the root of th 
old corrupt tree, and exery tree that bringeth not forth fruit, ſhall be hewn down, 
caltinto the fie; and now come and prove your txlves, and (ee whether you de 
bring ſorth fruit unto God, ani fee if the Witneſs of God doth not fay, Guilty,ant 
you made to confeſs and ſay guilty before the Lord. | 
This is my advice and tender ſalutation unto you who feel the leaſt motion of th 
Spirit of the Lord ſtriving in your hearts to turn you from vanity to the IivingGody 
turn at the repio0/s of the holy Spirit, andftand no 'onger in oppolition and delve 
ance of it, butzo day aith the Scripture ) if you will hear his woice, harden not youy 
hearts, for know ye not thet Chriſt is in you except ye be reprobates. So if you have Chnil 
in. you, heis made manifeſt to deſtray the works of the flesh and the Devil; and no more 
do ye enj :y oſhim, then ye feci power over your fins, which is Chriſt che Light «h& 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world, that ye may turn at his call,& hearkgn 
#2 the Spirit which calleth 10 repentanceand amendment of life; for it is not your proſe 
ling of him barely ſhall ſerye your turn+ , for the Lord is looking for fruits to | 
brought forth; forit is not your c: ying up the Lords day wil ſerve your turns whil 
ye remain in your fins, for it is your fin: that hath made the ſeparation-wall berween # 
Lordand you; ard it is not ycu: crying out ag. inſt any ſort of people, and lay, ſuch 
and ſuch worſhip idols, this wil not _—_ your turns: For this I reſtifie in the Name 
& Poweroſ the Lord God, that whatever is ſet up inthe heart more then the Lordy 
that is an idol: therefore take heed to the manifeſiation of the Spirit, which js given 
every man#2 profit nithal, and ſo let the Witneſs ſearch and try you mwhecher ye bein 
zruth yea or nay, for the Spirit of the Lord will chew unto every man his coxdition, h 
7t is with him;if he wil hearken to the knoeks of the Spirit, whith knocks at the doors of your 
hearts, which if ye will hearken tg hi» voice, harden nat your hearts, yeild at the repro 
of the Spirit, for it is hard fur you to kick againſt. the pricks: For if you wil not heatkt 
80it in the tim: of health, it will behard in the time of 6. kneſs,or at the tine of death,wh 
you wonldwith ye had made e of your tim": when the$pirit of che Lord did wo» and entreas 
yeto tun to him, 2 then ye kicked againſt its reproofs, and would have none of him,thougts 
it did call ye early and late, time afrer time, but then you would nn bear. I his is the lack 
mans or dyluig mans condition: Do not drive the day of your viſitation afar off fa 
the Lord hath ſatd,My Spirit ſhall notalways ſtcive with man, ſeeing he 15 but flel 
Sv itts to day if you wil hear his voice, hardennot your hearts agaioſt the reproos 
of the Spirit of the Zord which is in you. | 
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